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and would probably have been abandoned when
San Juan fell. For that more critical movement
General .Shafter kept about eight thousand troops
and the personal command. Both he and General
AYheeler, however, were suffering from the climate
and were unable to be with the troops. The prob-
lem of making a concerted advance through the
thick underbrush was a difficult one, and the dispo-
sition of the American troops was at once revealed
by a battery of artillery which used black powder,
and by a captive balloon which was injudiciously
towed about.

The right wing here, after assuming an exposed
position, was unable to act, as Lawton, by whom it
was expecting to be reinforced, was delayed at El
Caney. The advance regiments were under the
fire of the artillery, the infantry, and the skillful
sharpshooters of an invisible enemy and were also
exposed to the fierce heat of the sun, to which they
were unaccustomed. The wounded were carried
back on litters, turned over to the surgeons, who
worked manfully with the scantiest of equipment,
and were then laid, often naked except for their
bandages, upon the damp ground. Regiment
blocked regiment in the narrow road, and officers
carrying orders were again and again struck, as